EARLY   YOUTH                           15

with the legal Zweibriicken heirs although they had scarcely seen
them. The ruling Duke Karl August, who was childless, lived in
the beautiful Castle of Karlsberg. If ever he should succeed as
ruler of Bavaria his brother, the Count Palatine, would be the
future heir. This Prince, thirty years of age in 1786, a good-looking
man, a favourite with women and very good company, was the
political centre of the opposition of the Zweibriicken Court to
Austria's covetous aspirations towards Bavaria. But he was not
on the best of terms with his brother, the ruling Duke, and for
that reason did not wish to live as a mere satellite in the capital of
this tiny country with its fifteen to twenty thousand inhabitants.
He was a soldier, and the army of the Duchy numbered 1,200
men all told. This was not a large sphere of action for an ambitious
and energetic man. But a large and powerful France was at hand
and desired the friendship of the small German States bordering
on Alsace, considering it an advantage to attract the rulers of these
States to France, that they might there become imbued with
French interests.

Thus Maximilian had become Colonel of King Louis XVI's
regiment which was stationed in Strasbourg. He believed France
to be the principal champion of his family's succession, in opposi-
tion to the wishes of the Austrian Imperial Court. In this connec-
tion the King of Prussia occupied only a secondary place.
Maximilian often expressed himself publicly in this sense.1

In December, 1785, Maximilian married the Princess Wilhelmine
Auguste of Hesse-Darmstadt, whose mother, the Countess Marie
Leiningen, was famous in her native Palatinate for her buoyant
charm and sparkling joie de vivre. Nevertheless, this lady had
brought up her daughter in a strictly old-fashioned manner and
prepared her to be a good wife and mother. The new Countess
Palatine loved her husband above everything in the world and
would have been the most perfect wife had she not, unfortunately,
had a very delicate lung. Marie Antoinette, the wife of Louis XVI,
was very fond of her; they were in constant correspondence and
the Queen assured the Countess in nearly every letter of her
unchanging friendship, which would end only with her life.2
Wilhelmine Auguste was often a guest at the Court in Paris,
but her habits were simple and her tastes normal, and she often
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